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1 . THE INTERNATIONAL CAMBODIA HEARINGS TOOK PLACE IN OSLO 
FROM APRIL 21-23. WITH THE AMBASSADOR IN ATTENDANCE, 

DEPUTY FOREIGN MIN THORVALD STOLTENBERG OPENED THE SESSIONS 
WITH A 20-MINUTE INTRODUCTION THAT CALLED ON ALL PARTICIPANTS 
TO ASSIST IN THE ILLUMINATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
IN CAMBODIA AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THE HEARINGS WOULD SERVE 
TO GALVANIZE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO ASSIST IN FINDING 
WAYS TO ALLEVIATE THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA. ANTHONY PAUL, 
COAUTHOR WITH JOH BARRON OF "CAMBODIA: MURDER OF A GENTLE 
LAND", LED OFF THE EXPERT TESTIMONY. HE WAS FOLLOWED BY THREE 
CAMBODIAN REFUGEES WHO TESTIFIED AS TO THEIR OWN PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCES IN CAMBODIA SINCE 1975. FRANCOIS PONCHAUD WAS THE 
LEAD SPEAKER ON APRIL 22 AND WAS AGAIN FOLLOWED BY THE TESTIMONY 
OF SEVERAL CAMBODIAN REFUGEES. CHARLES MEYER, A FORMER 
ADVISER TO SIHANOUK, CONCLUDED EXPERT TESTIMONY ON THE 22ND. 

2. THE FINAL DAY, APRIL 23, WAS INAUGURATED BY THE 
MAYOR OF OSLO ALBERT NORDENGEN, WHO WAS FOLLOWED BY 
JOHN BARRON AND SEVERAL CAMBODIAN WITNESSES. THE DAY 
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CONCLUDED WITH A LENGTHY AND RATHER IMPASSIONED PLEA 
FROM JEAN LACOUTURE FOR THE WORLD NOT TO POLITICIZE THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CAMBODIA BUT RATHER TO FOCUS ON 
THE HUMAN MISERY WHICH WAS TAKING PLACE. 

3. THE FIRST DAY AND A HALF WENT FORWARD RATHER 
PROFESSIONALLY ALTHOUGH WITH A CERTAIN LACK OF EXCITEMENT. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PRESS ATTENDANCE WAS MODERATE AND PRESS TREATMENT WAS 
SIMILARLY RESTRAINED. PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT AND 
THE SUBSEQUENT MESSAGE TO THE TRIBUNAL CAUSED SOMETHING 
OF A SENSATION AND SERVED TO STIR UP CONSIDERABLE ENTHUSIASM 
AMONG THE FOREIGN PRESS SO THAT THE PROCEEDINGS ON THE THIRD 
DAY WERE MUCH BETTER ATTENDED AND REPORTED ON THAN HAD BEEN 
THE PREVIOUS SESSIONS. 

4. THE ORGANIZERS OF THE TRIBUNAL WHO INCLUDE A NUMBER OF 
MEMBERS O THE PARLIAMENT FROM ALL MAIOR PARTIES, A FORMER 
BISHOP OF OSLO, A FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE CHRISTIAN PEOPLE'S 
YOUTH MOVEMENTS (PARTICULARLY THE CONSERVATIVE) WERE LITERALLY 
OVERWHELMED AT THE SUPPORT THEY RECEIVED FROM THE USG AND 
PARTICULARLY FROM PRESIDENT CARTER. OSLO'S MAJOR DAILY, 
AFTENPOSTEN, CARRIED AN EDITORIAL APRIL 24 ON THE CAMBODIAN 
HEARINGS WHICH REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO PRESIDENT' 

CARTER'S STATEMENT. AFTENPOSTEN SAID QUOTE IT IS A DUTY FOR 
EVERYONE TO PROTEST AGAINST THE INJUSTICES IN CAMBODIA. 

PRESIDENT CARTER PRAISES THE NORWEGIAN SPONSORS OF THE 
TRIBUNAL. IT IS AN HONOR THEY WELL DESIERVE. UNQUOTE (OSLO 2017) 

5. AN ATTEMPT BY A GROUP OF RADICAL LEFT YOUTH TO 
ORGINIZE A COUNTER CAMBODIA HEARING WHICH WOULD QUOTE 
GIVE AN UNBIASED ACCOUNT OF THE EVENTS IN CAMBODIA UNQUOTE 
WAS SOMETHING OF A FIZZLE. IT WAS NOT TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY 
BY ANY EXCEPT THE MOST LEFT-WING PRESS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 OSLO 02028 241706Z 


6. THE TRIBUNAL COMMITTEEE PLANS TO PUT TOGETHER THE 
TESTIMONY AND THE DOCUMENTS RECEIVED INTO A VOLUME AND TO 
SEND THEM AROUND THE WORLD AND SPECIFICALLY TO THE UN HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION. AS SOON AS A OF THE EDITIORIALS ARE IN 
AND PEOPLE HAVE FORMED IMPRESSIONS OF THE PROCEEDINGS, WE WILL 
FORWARD SEPTEL A MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE APRIL 21-23 
TRIBUNAL. 
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